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dared to differ publicly from Ludendorff on a technical military
point, and still less would he have dared to take the logical
consequence of difference, necessary action to make the contrary
view effective. The resignation of Ludendorff might be accepted-,
but for responsible statesmen there could be no possibility of the
supersession of the army command.
The reasons for the German defeat are still the subject of
controversy, but there is no doubt at all but that Germany was
defeated. The armistice of November 11 was a military and not
a political surrender; the men who insisted that it should be
asked for were not revolutionaries, traitors, and men whose
moral and conscience had been sapped by propaganda, but the
pick of the military and political talent of the Imperial regime.
It was only after the complete acceptance of the military facts
of the situation and the request for an armistice that revolution
broke out in Germany.
That the best of the fighting men, the junior officers and the
rank and file, accepted the inevitable with death in their souls
and conscious only of their own matchless endurance sought
to throw the blame on anyone but the fighting line is natural.
But it is romance not history, and any history that is based on
the conception of "the stab in the back" and the assumption
that the German army was not fairly and squarely beaten in the
field merely intensifies the crush in the overcrowded field of
fiction. That is not to say that the army disappointed the hopes
of a united nation that was resolved on victory. The nation in
the autumn of 1918 was not united as it had been in August
1914; it was not solidly in favour of holding out; it had long
ceased to be hopeful of a victory of which four years earlier it
had been certain. But in August 1918 there was no revolutionary
situation; the situation was not even in any degree threatening
until that day of August 8 when the German armies were out-
manoeuvred and beaten, when Ludendorff believed he saw the
first signs of disintegration in the fighting line and, like the
scientific soldier he was, drew the obvious scientific and profes-
sional conclusion. Had an armistice of the old-fashioned sort
been concluded on August 10 there would, indeed, have been

